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Cleaning Tips for your Jewelry

Caring for artificial jewelry

1. Keep a very soft cloth that can also be used to wipe your pieces and polish them to a shine. 
2. Avoid using soap and water to clean your jewelry because the soap can leave a residue on the metal and stones, making them look dull.

3. Store your costume jewelry separately in soft pouches or boxes so the pieces don't scratch each other. 

4. Keep your jewelry away from dust, which can be damaging to the stones. 

Keeping silver bright and shiny

As with most precious metals, in time silver will oxidize. Properly maintained silver actually improves with age. It develops a lush patina when treated well.

1. Simply clean with a mild soap and water solution. Pat dry with a soft cloth. If dirt is more stubborn a silver cleaner is appropriate. But don’t rub silver with anything other than a polishing cloth or fine piece of felt. Tissue paper or paper towels will cause scratches. 
2. Like other jewelry, avoid wearing silver in chlorinated water as this will discolor it. 

3. Store your silver jewelry in a cool, dry, dark place. A tarnish preventative bag is a good idea, or wrapped individually in a soft piece of felt or cloth. 

4. As air and light cause silver to tarnish, the less of them the better when stored. 

Maintaining the luster and color of your pearls

1. Pearls keep their original luster better if given a soft wipe after wear. This is especially so in summer as perspiration can affect them. 

2. Because they can be scratched, it’s a good idea to protect them and  wrap separately, so your other jewelry doesn’t harm them. 

3. Some people find that their pearls change color. Generally speaking this is because they have been worn when in the bath or working in the kitchen or laundry. Most cleaning agents contain bleach, so it’s not surprising that pearls can lose color under these circumstances. 

Keeping your gold jewelry in mint condition

1. To help protect against scratching, it’s good practice to separate your gold jewelry in a compartmentalized jewelry box. 

2. Because soap tends to cause a film that can make gold appear dull and dingy, it’s worthwhile removing your jewelry when you shower or bathe. 

3. The gold in most jewelry is an alloy. That is, it is a mixture of different metals. The inclusion of these other metals enables gold to be practical in every day usage. However because of these same inclusions, your jewelry can tarnish. This tarnishing can be caused by many things: perfume, after shave, fluoride in water or even the acidity in your skin. However this doesn’t present you with a problem. 

4. A soft jewelry polishing cloth with tarnish preventive will help you keep the gold pieces lustrous and shining. 

Warning!
The procedures for cleaning gold should not be used if your gold jewelry contains any precious stones, pearls or opals.
Maintaining your gem’s colorful sparkle

1. Wipe your precious stone jewelry with a clean, soft damp cloth after wearing. This little habit will ensure that your jewelry is always looking its best. 

2. When your gemstone jewelry is not being worn, storage in a soft pouch is recommended. 

3. There are some things to avoid. Salt water and harsh chemicals such as chlorine bleach or detergents can cause damage. The chemicals erode the finish and polish of the gems leaving them dull. Hairspray, perfume and perspiration can also cause dullness if not regularly cleaned off. 
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